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TNU-AuthorAID Research Writing Training Programme for Researchers in the Natural Sciences
Brief description of the programme

The aim of this programme is to enhance the research writing skills of teachers/researchers at Thai Nguyen University (TNU) who do research in a discipline within the natural sciences. This programme will consist of an initial face-to-face meeting followed by a 6-week online course and a closing workshop. The programme will cover all aspects of writing research papers for publication in English-language peer-reviewed journals. 

There is no cost to apply or participate in the programme. At the end of the course, certificates will be issued free of cost to everyone who meets the completion criteria.

During the 6-week online course, you will learn about literature review, research ethics, writing a research paper in English, and publishing a research paper in a peer-reviewed journal. These topics are spread over 5 sections in the course. Each section contains two or three lessons along with a multiple-choice quiz. The quiz is meant to help you check you understanding of the concepts covered in the lessons. To complete the course, you must score at least 80% in each of the 5 quizzes in the course. Unlimited attempts are allowed on each quiz. Through the discussion forum in the course, you will have chance to discuss and share your questions, ideas and experiences with your course colleagues and the TNU-AuthorAID mentors/facilitators. An outline of the online course is given in the appendix at the end of this document.
If you already have research results and you are facing difficulties in developing a research paper, this programme is for you. You should plan to spend about 4 to 5 hours per week on the online course to complete the given lessons and required activities. You can complete the course activities in your own time, but you must meet the deadlines in the course. You should have regular access to the Internet, but a high-bandwidth connection is not necessary. The course lessons and activities are largely text-based. During the period of the online course, you should also set aside time to work on your research paper.
Key dates
· Face-to-face meeting: 8 September 2017
· Online course: 11 September to 22 October 2017
· Closing workshop: 28 to 29 October 2017
Programme objectives 

It is expected that by the end of this training programme the trainees would have
· Improved their scientific writing skills;
· Gained knowledge on the publication process and research ethics;
· Obtained feedback on their research writing from the programme facilitators;

· Prepared a complete research paper that is ready or almost ready for submission to an English-language peer-reviewed journal.
Participant profile

This Programme is meant for active researchers who are ready to start writing a research paper in English meant for submission to a peer-reviewed journal. 

Please consider the below questions:

· Are you currently engaged in a research project?

· Have you collected enough data to start writing a research paper in English?

· Do you plan to complete writing your paper and submit it to a peer-reviewed journal by the end of October 2017?

If you could answer “yes” to all of the above questions, you may be a suitable candidate for this training programme.

What you will be expected to do as a programme participant

1. Attend the face-to-face meeting

2. Participate in the 6-week online course 

a. Go through the lessons in the course and pass the quizzes

b. Participate on the discussion forum

c. Work on your research paper during the course
d. Seek feedback on your manuscript from TNU-AuthorAID mentors/facilitators (either online or face-to-face during office hours)

3. Attend the closing workshop

a. Present your research paper
b. Seek feedback from your mentors/facilitators and your colleagues

4. Once you successfully complete the above, TNU-AuthorAID mentors/facilitators will continue to support you as you finalise your paper and submit it to your target journal
A certificate will be awarded only if you fully meet the requirements mentioned in points 1, 2 and 3 above.

How to apply

Complete the online application form by clicking the below link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-wD0eSxRPtnn6Lj5WVF7DpErjJsGwTNR3g2qPUBnrhCNxdw/viewform?usp=sf_link
Please complete this form in English.
Programme facilitators
Lead facilitator: Dr. Mai Anh Khoa, Thai Nguyen University
Co-facilitators: 



Dr. Nguyễn Thị Mai, Thai Nguyen University of Sciences


Dr. Văn Hữu Tập, Thai Nguyen University of Sciences


Dr. Vương Trường Xuân, Thai Nguyen University of Sciences
Appendix: Outline of the online course

Course induction

· Introduction to the course and learning platform

· Background information form

· Pre assessment quiz

Section 1 (Week 1): Doing a literature review

· Lesson: Accessing published research 
· Lesson: Arriving at your research question

· Multiple choice quiz

· Online forum discussion on the topics covered this week
Section 2 (Week 2): Research ethics

· Lesson: Ethics for researchers
· Lesson: Writing ethically

· Lesson: Ethics for journals

· Multiple choice quiz

· Online forum discussion on the topics covered this week
Section 3 (Week 3): Preparing to write a research paper

· Lesson: Targeting relevant journals for your paper
· Lesson: Preparing to write your paper
· Multiple choice quiz

· Online forum discussion on the topics covered this week
Section 4 (Week 4): Writing a research paper

· Lesson: Citations, tables, figures

· Lesson: Writing the sections of a research paper

· Multiple choice quiz

· Online forum discussion on the topics covered this week
Section 5 (Week 5): Publishing a paper in a journal

· Lesson: Checking your paper before submission to a journal

· Lesson: Submitting your paper to a journal

· Lesson: Dealing with peer review

· Multiple choice quiz

· Online forum discussion on the topics covered this week

Section 6 (Week 6): Wrap up

· Complete any pending lessons and quizzes

· Post assessment quiz
· Course feedback form

